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Ich dar pre Bardejov

Mad‘arski vytvarnici Bolyki Lajos (vl'avo)
a Janosi Andras, ktori vytvorili plastiku Ruky
Bardejova. Viac na 4. strane.
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Opecené klobdsky vorali nada-
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                  Address by Mayor
                   Boris Hanuščak
  to people at the 
Solidarity March- Walking in Their Footsteps -
 before they signed the Bardejov commemorative book 
(May 15, 2012)                    
Ladies and gentlemen,
respected guests, and all gathered here! Let me welcome you to the beautiful and historic town of Bardejov.
You have come together from around the world to remind us of the saddest part of our common history. 
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We have come together so that we can honor the memory of thousands of your tortured and murdered Jewish relatives, victims of senseless racial and religious persecution. We can not and do not want to forget that they were citizens of our city, our neighbors, our classmates and friends.
We especially welcome and bow in deep respect to you, who personally experienced these horrors. I welcome you, also, descendants and families who have roots in our city.
This city was built over the centuries
by your ancestors. The Jewish community enriched the city economically, culturally, religiously and morally. Your ancestors also participated in the management this city. Among you is a descendant of Mr. Rudolph Rafael Löwy, one of the most important representatives of Orthodox Jews in Slovakia, a hero in war time and a member of the senior management
of our city.  Among you is a descendant of the Guttman family, known as
founders of the Jewish community in
our city and the founders of the Old
synagogue. You are teachers, lawyers, prominent businessmen, artists and entrepreneurs. Your success
demonstrates your education, cultured natures, talents and leadership in your communities.
Speaking about the deportations and the Holocaust only on the anniversary of those onerous and pain-filled dark
events of our history is not enough.
Especially when you consider that with each year that goes by the generation of people who personally experienced harassment, deportation, and the Holocaust of the Second World War are passing.Bardejov recognizes that there is no longer a Jewish community here. The task before us is, therefore , to maintain this link, and save its cultural and historical heritage.
Your ancestors left us . . .
              continued on page 3
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WORDS OF HARSH TRUTH
Boris Hanuscéak

Oto Sabo

Director of the Office of the President of the
Slovak Republic in Kosice

| want to apologize for President Ivan
Gasparovic, who due to urgent work

matters can not attend today's Solidarity
March. He is very sorry, because he thinks that
it is necessary to be constantly reminded of
World War Il, when among other horrors of war
was the extermination of the people of the
Jewish religion Mr. President asked me to
convey his ideas related to this topic
condemning the Holocaust and racial violence
There is no doubt that the ideology of

Fascism and its manifestation through the anti-
Jewish laws have become an indelible part of
the history of mankind. To this day we ask
ourselves, how could this happen, how could it
acquire such huge dimensions? This question
has only one answer: It happened because of
the perverse ideology of fascism, It was given
too much space and it was not nipped in the
bud. So it grew like a cancer, causing World
War Il, which resulted in the death of many
innocent people.

The city of Bardejov and its surroundings was
severely affected by these events and the
deportation of more than 2,400 Jews was cruel
proof of this.

Today we can't even imagine how these
people felt and how they lived and it seems to
us incredible that almost 90% of them were
sent to concentration camps where they
suffered not only humiliation, starvation and
brutal treatment but ultimately their deaths.
These are incredible events, but they
happened, and we must not close our eyes.
We must never forget their suffering humiliation
and execution. (Abridged)

Mayor of Bardejov

Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished

guests, the collected Assembly!
Let me open this commemorative

Assembly humbly paying tribute to the
spirit and the indelible pain in the hearts
of our fellow citizens, who, seventy
years ago, the then Slovak government
drove from their homes and sent to

death in a foreign country. Bardejov was

once the sixth most populous Jewish
community in Slovakia, forming
nearly 40 percent of its population.
Ladies and gentlemen,especially the
younger generation, perceive, hear
and remember!

| will never allow

us to repeat this

history again!

again! Feeling

guilt, we must

admit that at that

time, Bardejov,

city of scholars

and humanists,

city of Stockel,

city of Keller, did

not exceed the

framework of

forced State

Policy and failed

its traditions of
humanity. Seventy years ago in this

square they took the more than two
thousand three hundred men, women,
children, elders, ill and paralyzed to the
railway station and loaded them into
cattle wagons with the target station

DEATH! There was only that
destination.

Historians and researchers can refine
the dates, the numbers, the actual
spaces on transports. When we fall
asleep tonight,let us count from one to
two thousand three hundred. For each
number imagine one human being, one
face, one destruction of human life. We
do not know the exact location of their
last resting places.After decades of
silence, we try to find answers. How
could there be such crimes? How could
they even happen? We are trying to find
an answer, what was the cause of the
insanity, the boundless hatred, the
confusion of mind?

How could they have betrayed a silent,
moral, political and religiously pious
society?

We must not forget the years after World
War Il. Most of the survivors, did not find
their homes, property, or their relatives.
Again, they met with hatred and hostility.
Many, at that time, therefore, decided to
leave the country.Despite all, they had to
build new identities, new lives,new families
and they often become successful and
respected personalities. Nevertheless,
Bardejov remained in their hearts and
minds as a place of frequent memories.

| want to repeat what has been proven

over the years "What
may be forgiven should
never be forgotten" and
we must not!
Ladies and gentlemen,|
bow before those who
survived the madness,
persecution,inhumanity,
and the horrors of the
concentration camps.
Several of them stand
here before you.
However, it is not only
them, | also welcome
you, the descendants
and relatives of our
former and forgotten Jewish neighbors.Here,
many of you can find the roots of your
families, the graves of ancestors who lived
centuries ago. It was their hands, their
wisdom and faith, which created the unique
Jewish-European complex of buildings on
MylInska Street which is also listed as part of
Bardejov's designation on the list of natural
and World Heritage of UNESCO.A few
months ago you expressed and have now
confirmed your intentions build a Holocaust
memorial. Part of this will include
immortalizing the names of the few who did
not lose their honor and conscience and were
not afraid to help the persecuted Jewish
people In this incredibly bad time. We want to
thank you for this site, for your gift and assure
you that the Bardejov government will
develop efforts to help make this place
become a worthy and appropriate center for
cultural and social events.Our mission is to
preserve and nurture Jewish heritage,
and educate our youth in the spirit of racial,
religious and political tolerance.A moment
ago you were enrolled in the commemorative
book of Bardejov. Welcome home again, to

your town.

Ucastnici stretnutia #idovskej komunity na Radniénom ndmesti v Bardejove (15. m4j 2012). Foto: BN
Participants of the Jewish community at Town Square in Bardejov (May 15, 2012). Photo: BN
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na

Prihovory k Géastnikom
Pochodu Solidarity
- Kraéame po ich stopach
Radniénom namesti v Bardejove
15. méja 2012

Founder of the Bardejov Jewish Preservation Committee

Emil Fish

After 70 years, | will speak for the first
time in Slovak. I'll try it. (Applause)
Today | am honored to speak at the 70th
anniversary of the deportation of the
Jews from Bardejov during World War .
At this important time | think about Elie
Wiesel who survived the Holocaust and
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
Elie Wiesel once said: Having survived,
| owe something to the dead and anyone
who does not remember, betrays them
again.” Like Elie Wiesel, | survived the
Holocaust. And, like he said, | have to
remember. Why is it important to

survived, with descendants and friends of those
who never returned from the concentration
camps remembering those who we knew and
loved. We remember our childhoods here and
the Bardejov Jewish community that was full of
life. Their history and their ancestors are also
part of Bardejov's past. | was born in Bardejov.
During the war, | lived on Kacvinského street
and after the war on Pod Kalvariou. My
grandfather lived on Stocklova, my aunt lived on
the Town Square. My entire large family was
abducted in1942. Between 1943 and 1944 my
mother, father, sister and | had to hide
elsewhere. Finally, we got caught in Bratislava
and from there were sent to a concentration

remember? When Jews were marched to camp ... and in 1945, | was liberated at the

death in the gas chambers they said to

camp. My family returned to Bardejov where |

those who were left behind: Do not forget |ived until 1949 and my parents and sister until

us if you survive. Today we come
together as a community, in order to
respond to their request. We came, to
commemorate the 2,321 Jews deported
from Bardejov.70 years ago on the same
Square Jews were deprived of their
houses, shops, and dignity and nearly
all of them soon lost their lives. Please,
don't think of them as numbers, but as
men, women and children who lived in
Bardejov, in this extremely happy city.
(Applause) Today | stand with those who

NEVER AGAIN!

Continued fromfront page

buildings, monuments, that helped the
city when it applied to be entered on
the

List of World Natural and Cultural
Heritage. The city of Bardejov wants to
thank you for the decision to build a
memorial to the victims of the
Holocaust. We encourage all activities
associated with clarifying, researching
and preserving Jewish history

As Mayor of Bardejov and head of city
government | want to assure you that
we will support all conditions, in
cooperation with the Central Union of
Jewish Religious municipalities, the
Ministry of Culture of the Slovak
Republic and all NGOs and private
people to find the resources to
reconstruct and restore the buildings
of the Jewish suburbia on MyInska
Street. We are ready to embrace them
as part of our common heritage and
look forward to an appropriate and
respectful renewal of the buildings.
Dear guests, Please sign the

Book of Remembrance of our city. May
future generations consider this day

a day when you returned as our
neighbors and friends. Let future
generations know that this history will
never be repeated again!

(NEVER AGAIN!)

1951. | did not visit Bardejov again until 2005.
When | saw the dilapidated Jewish Cemetery
and Jewish suburbia, | promised | would do what
| could to protect the Jewish heritage of Bardejov
and to commemorate its victims. Today | am

here for that reason. But memory is not only a
personal obligation. It is a public obligation. We
live in a world where many people deny that the

Holocaust happened and where certain people

are only too eager to preach hatred. It is our duty
- Jews and Gentiles - to teach our children about
the dangers of intolerance and hatred,to help
them combat insensitivity to such tragedy, so
that the Holocaust is never repeated.And it is
important to know the truth about what
happened to the Jews here. By accepting and
remembering that part of history, we can help
make sure that it does not happen again.But it is
not enough to only remember today, we must
educate future generations about the Jewish
heritage of Bardejov. We must find new ways to
educate through preservation, restoration, and
building of memorials.These will be constant
reminders of the Bardejov that once had a
vibrant Jewish community .Even though Jews do
not live here now, the history of Bardejov is
linked with hundreds of years of history of the
Jewish community. Together, we can make sure
that neither the children of Bardejov nor the
survivors' descendants will blame us for
destroying and ignoring Bardejov's true history
and heritage. Although the previous generation
faced what happened here with silence, today's
generation no longer wants to keep this part of
their history secret. On this day, many of us have
come from all over the world to remember an
event that occurred seventy years ago. But we
also look to the future, to a time when our
grandchildren and their grandchildren can visit

the home of their ancestors and see how they

lived and where they died. Those of us who
survived the Holocaust want to be remembered
here, in our home town. We are part of the
history of Bardejov, with a rich Jewish heritage
accumulated over hundreds of years. We want
to show our families, as much as physically

possible, the restored community buildings of
the Jewish Suburbia --the Old SY"agogue, the
study hall, and the ritual bath --that were so
important in our daily lives. We want our

families,friends and all visitors to Bardejov ,as

soon as it is possible, to be able to stand in
front

of the memorial with the names of those Who
died and were never forgotten. (...)
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buildings, monuments, that helped the city when it applied to be entered on the 
List of World Natural and Cultural
Heritage. The city of Bardejov wants to thank you for the decision to build a memorial to the victims of the 
Holocaust. We encourage all activities associated with clarifying, researching and preserving Jewish history
As Mayor of Bardejov and head of city government I want to assure you that we will support all conditions, in 
cooperation with the Central Union of Jewish Religious municipalities, the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic and all NGOs and private
people to find the resources to
reconstruct and restore the  buildings
of the Jewish suburbia on Mylnska
Street. We are ready to embrace them as part of our common heritage and look forward  to an appropriate and respectful renewal of the buildings.
Dear guests! Please sign the 
Book of Remembrance of our city. May
future generations consider this day
a day when you returned as our neighbors and friends. Let future generations know that this history will 
never be repeated again!
(NEVER AGAIN!)
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I want to apologize for President Ivan Gasparovic, who due to urgent work
matters can not attend today's Solidarity March. He is very sorry, because he thinks that it is necessary to be constantly reminded of World War II, when among other horrors of war was the extermination of the people of the Jewish religion Mr. President asked me to
convey his ideas related to this topic condemning the Holocaust and racial violence
There is no doubt that the ideology of 
Fascism and its manifestation through the anti-Jewish laws have become an indelible part of the history of mankind. To this day we ask ourselves, how could this happen, how could it
acquire such huge dimensions? This question has only one answer: It happened because of
the perverse ideology of fascism, It was given too much space and it was not nipped in the bud. So it grew like a cancer, causing World War II, which resulted in the death of many innocent people.
The city of Bardejov and its surroundings was severely affected by these events and the deportation of more than 2,400 Jews was cruel proof of this.
Today we can't even imagine how these people felt and how they lived and it seems to us incredible that almost 90% of them were sent to concentration camps where they suffered not only  humiliation, starvation and brutal treatment but ultimately their deaths.These are incredible events, but they happened, and we must not close our eyes. We must never forget their suffering humiliation and execution. (Abridged)
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Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, the collected Assembly!
Let me open this commemorative Assembly humbly paying tribute to the spirit and the indelible pain in the hearts of our fellow citizens, who, seventy years ago, the then Slovak government  drove from their homes and sent to death in a foreign country. Bardejov was once the sixth most populous Jewish community in Slovakia, forming
nearly 40 percent of its population.
Ladies and gentlemen,especially the younger generation, perceive, hear
and remember!
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I will never  allow us to repeat this history again!  again! Feeling guilt, we must admit that at that time, Bardejov, city of scholars and humanists, city of Stockel, city of Keller, did not exceed the framework of forced State Policy and failed its traditions of  
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humanity. Seventy years ago in this square they took the more than two thousand three hundred men, women, children, elders, ill and paralyzed to the railway station and loaded them into cattle wagons with the target station
DEATH!  There was only that destination.
Historians and researchers can refine the dates, the numbers, the actual spaces on transports. When we fall asleep tonight,let us count from one to two thousand three hundred. For each number imagine one human being, one face, one destruction of human life. We do not know the exact location of their last resting places.After decades of silence, we try to find answers. How could there be such crimes? How could they even happen? We are trying to find an answer, what was the cause of the insanity, the boundless hatred, the confusion of mind? 
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This version of the newspaper has been translated into English and the English text is superimposed on the original Slovak text.
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How could they have betrayed a silent, moral, political and religiously pious society?
We must not forget the years after World War II. Most of the survivors, did not find their homes, property, or their relatives. Again, they met with hatred and hostility. Many, at that time, therefore, decided to leave the country.Despite all, they had to build new identities, new lives,new families and they often become successful and respected personalities. Nevertheless, Bardejov remained in their hearts and minds as a place of frequent memories.
I want to repeat what has been proven 
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over the years "What may be forgiven should never be forgotten" and we must not!
Ladies and gentlemen,I bow before those who survived the madness, persecution,inhumanity, and the horrors of the concentration camps. Several of them stand here before you.However, it is not  only them, I  also welcome you, the descendants and relatives of our 
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former and forgotten Jewish neighbors.Here, many of you can find the roots of your families, the graves of ancestors who lived centuries ago. It was their hands, their wisdom and faith, which created the unique Jewish-European complex of buildings on Mylnska Street which is also listed as part of Bardejov's designation on the list of natural and World Heritage of UNESCO.A few months ago you expressed and have now confirmed your intentions build a Holocaust memorial. Part of this will include immortalizing the names of the few who did not lose their honor and conscience and were not afraid to help the persecuted Jewish people In this incredibly bad time. We want to thank you for this site, for your gift and assure you that the Bardejov government will develop efforts to help make this place become a worthy and appropriate center for cultural and social events.Our mission is to preserve and nurture Jewish heritage,
and educate our youth in the spirit of racial, religious and political tolerance.A moment ago you were enrolled in the commemorative book of Bardejov.  Welcome home again, to your town.
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Speeches for the Assembly
Solidarity March
- Walking in Their Footsteps
at City Hall in Bardejov
15th May 2012
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Founder of the Bardejov Jewish Preservation Committee 
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After 70 years, I will speak for the first time in Slovak. I'll try it. (Applause) Today I am honored to speak at the 70th anniversary of the deportation of the Jews from Bardejov during World War II. At this important time I think about Elie Wiesel who survived the Holocaust and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Elie Wiesel once said:“ Having survived, I owe something to the dead and anyone who does not remember, betrays them again.” Like Elie Wiesel, I survived the
Holocaust. And, like he said, I have to remember. Why is it important to remember? When Jews were marched to death in the gas chambers they said to
those who were left behind: Do not forget us if you survive. Today we come together as a community, in order to respond to their request. We came, to commemorate the 2,321 Jews deported from Bardejov.70 years ago on the same
Square  Jews were deprived of their houses, shops, and dignity and nearly
all of them soon lost their lives. Please, don't think of them as numbers, but as  men, women and children who lived in  
Bardejov, in this extremely happy city. (Applause) Today I stand with those who 
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survived, with descendants and friends of those who never returned from the concentration camps remembering those who we knew and loved. We remember our childhoods here and the Bardejov Jewish community that was full of life. Their history and their ancestors are also part of Bardejov's past. I was born in Bardejov. During the war, I lived on Kacvinského street and after the war on Pod Kalvariou. My grandfather lived on Stocklova, my aunt lived on the Town Square. My entire large family was abducted in1942.  Between 1943 and 1944 my mother, father, sister and I had to hide elsewhere.  Finally, we got caught in Bratislava and from there were sent to a concentration camp ... and in 1945, I was liberated at the camp. My family returned to Bardejov where I lived until 1949 and my parents and sister until 1951. I did not visit Bardejov again until 2005. When I saw the dilapidated Jewish Cemetery and Jewish suburbia, I promised I would do what I could to protect the Jewish heritage of Bardejov and to commemorate its victims. Today I am here for that reason. But memory is not only a personal obligation. It is a public obligation. We live in a world where many people deny that the Holocaust happened and where certain people are only too eager to preach hatred. It is our duty - Jews and Gentiles - to teach our children about the dangers of intolerance and hatred,to help them combat insensitivity to  such tragedy, so that the Holocaust is never repeated.And it is important to know the truth about what happened to the Jews here. By accepting and remembering that part of history, we can help make sure that it does not happen again.But it is not enough to only remember today, we must educate future generations about the Jewish heritage of Bardejov. We must find new ways to educate through preservation, restoration, and building of memorials.These will be constant reminders of the Bardejov that once had a vibrant Jewish community .Even though Jews do not live here now, the history of Bardejov is linked with hundreds of years of history of the Jewish community. Together, we can make sure that neither the children of Bardejov nor the survivors' descendants will blame us for destroying and ignoring Bardejov's true history and heritage. Although the previous generation faced what happened here with silence, today's generation no longer wants to keep this part of their history secret. On this day, many of us have come from all over the world to remember an event that occurred seventy years ago. But we also look to the future, to a time when our grandchildren and their grandchildren can visit the home of their ancestors and see how they lived and where they died. Those of us who survived the Holocaust want to be remembered here, in our home town. We are part of the history of Bardejov, with a rich Jewish heritage accumulated over hundreds of years. We want to show our families, as much as physically possible, the restored community buildings of the Jewish Suburbia --the Old Synagogue, the study hall, and the ritual bath --that were so important in our daily lives. We want our families,friends and all visitors to Bardejov ,as soon as it is possible, to be able to stand in front of the  memorial with the names of those who died and were never forgotten. (...)
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Participants of the Jewish community at Town Square in Bardejov (May 15, 2012).                                                   Photo: BN
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Published in the weekly newspaper Bardejovske novosti in Bardejov, Slovakia on May 29, 2012
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